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Kadarako is a small village in Nasarawa State, Nigeria that is predominantly comprised of Christians as
are the majority of the small communities within its greater environs. Since 2013, the entire area has
experienced regular and repetitive violence by militants. As one individual described:
Kadarako is a town under siege. We would not be able to see anybody here today alive if not for
[our] determination and courage.
The result of the sustained offensives is that a number of Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) from the
broader area have resettled in Kadarako in an attempt to escape from the encroaching violence. One
such individual had been a denominational leader overseeing a number of churches in nearby Wase. In
2013, a group of Fulani militants attacked Wase and in his words:
We had to run for our dear lives. They vandalized the church. They killed many of our pastors.
They killed many of our members. They burned. They raped. They enslaved some of our
children. Up to now some people do not know where their children are. I thought the world,
especially the Europeans who were the ones who brought the Gospel to us, had abandoned us.
He further noted that in 1987, a Muslim was appointed to the local council and that no Christians have
been included in the local government since that time, even though the majority of the local population
is Christian.
Another individual from the Kadarako environs shared her story. On May 2, 2015, a convoy of cars
showed up in her village, killed her husband, and left her as a widow with a fifteen year old son and a
thirteen year old girl. Her response:
If there was a way for the Nigerian government to not allow Muslims to force people into their
religion so that we are able to live peacefully, continue with our normal lives, and worship our
true God, then I would be grateful.
Local government leaders described multiple years of political discrimination, limited infrastructure
development for their community, and violent attacks by Fulani militants without the addition of any
security forces or legal accountability for those who had participated in the destruction of property and
lives. As the local chief noted:
It is as if the government does not know the real problem that is going on here. It is as if they do
not care about what is going on here.
He further described that when they had experienced attacks at the hands of Fulani militants –
incursions that left members of the community dead and numerous homes burned – state government
sent no emergency relief supplies.
Another village elder implored, “We need your assistance to safeguard our integrity.”
Throughout the Middle Belt of Nigeria, one of the most common responses from the government has
been a refusal to station police in communities that have been attacked and that remain under threat.
One of the most common refrains from multiple small rural villages was simply, “where are the police?”
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