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Restriction on Religious Freedom in Vietnam
Challenges to Religious Freedom

The primary challenge to religious freedom in Vietnam is the communist
government, which sets strict limits on religious expression. Despite constitutional
rights, these freedoms are undercut by vague and ambiguous language that
enables government officials and police forces to impose their restrictive
interpretation of the law.

Country Overview:
Vietnam

RESTRICTION OF RELIGIOUS GROUPS
Religious groups are forced to register with the government and are subject to
approval by the state. Forced to go through red tape to simply establish a place of
worship and be recognized by the government as a religious group, many groups
chose to go unregistered. Even officially recognized groups are still monitored and
censored by authorities. Unregistered groups receive few rights and are generally
portrayed as practicing a “poisonous” faith.2
DESTRUCTION AND SEIZURE OF PROPERTY
According to the United States Commission on International Religious Freedom,
“whether motivated by greed, corruption, or an antipathy toward religion,
intimidation or destruction of property interferes with the practice of faith” in
Vietnam. People of faith live in fear that their place of worship will be seized simply
because they are not aligned with the government.3
PRISONERS OF CONSCIENCE
Despite a large release of political and religious prisoners in September 2015, it is
reported that between 100 and 150 prisoners of conscience continue to be jailed
because of their beliefs. Nguyen Van Dai, a lawyer and founder of the Committee
for Human Rights in Vietnam, was beaten then arrested and has been held without
counsel since December 2015.4
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Testimony of Persecution
PASTOR RMAH LOAN
June 22, 2016–Pastor Rmah Loan
testified before Congress asking for
asylum in the United States because
of fears that if he were forced to
return to Vietnam he would be
arrested and physically harmed by the
government. As the former head of
the Southern Evangelical Church of
Vietnam, Pastor Loan witnessed the
immense censorship and told how
he was made a figurehead while the
government installed a committee
to run his church. His sermons were
even screened before he preached.
The government prohibits the words
“freedom” and “devil,” fearing they could
have political connotations.5
TRAN THI HONG
April 2016-Two weeks after meeting
with the Ambassador at Large on
International Religious Freedom David
Saperstein, Mrs. Hong was brutally

beaten by local authorities seeking
information about the meeting. Her
husband, Pastor Nguyen Cong Chinh, is
currently a prisoner of conscience,
jailed for “undermining national unity.”6

Call to Action
STUDY
Read these passages and reflect on
the persecuted in Vietnam.
• 1 Peter 4:16
• 2 Corinthians 12:10
• Jeremiah 20:11
PRAY
• That the Vietnamese government
embraces reforms that value
freedom of religion
• For prisoners of conscience to
remain strong in their faith
• That both registered and
unregistered religious groups are
able to publicly display their faith
without government intervention

•

That the US would send a strong
message that religious freedom is
valued as a human right

LEARN
More information is available from the
UN Special Rapporteur on Freedom
of Religion or Belief Vietnam Report at
ohchr.org. For a deeper understanding
on the situation, read the USCIRF
report on Vietnam at uscirf.gov.
STAND
Stand in solidarity with these people
of faith by becoming informed
and subscribing to Wilberforce’s
e-newsletter at 21wilberforce.org, like
us on Facebook or follow us on Twitter
@21Wilberforce.

As religious freedom advocates,
we mobilize and equip partners,
including Christians, activists and
people of other faiths, to promote
global protections and reforms
through Advocacy, Capacity
Building and Technology.
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