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The Kingdom of God is Enough for Us
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Iman grew up in a faithful Muslim family in Somalia. Through his childhood and even into his early
adulthood he had never met a Christian and never even seen a Bible much less heard or read any of
its teachings. However in 2004 the Lord began to touch his heart as he read the Quran. The more
he studied the Quran the more he came to the conviction that God revealed his love to humanity
through the person of Jesus Christ and that he should put his faith in Jesus.
Iman went to his broader family and told them his conviction that perhaps the Quran was teaching
obedience to Jesus. His family replied that he was crazy, that he lost his mind, and that he had been
infected with the demon of Christianity. They tied his hands behind his back, beat him, and brought
some local Muslim imams to read the Quran over him and cast the demon of Christianity from his
life. Iman refused to change his position.
For the next six years, once or twice a year the family, which in Somalia is primarily defined by a
close-knit clan structure, would hire experts to help Iman return to the correct faith. Some of these
experts used electricity to try and shock the Christianity out of him, others tried beating, and still
another surrounded him with loud speakers and forced him to listen to the Quran at a high volume
for hours on end. At the end of six years his position had not shifted.
The family decided that this particular demon of Christianity demanded a true specialist. They
decided to take Iman to Harrar, Ethiopia and to an expert well-known for his ability to cast out evil
spirit. They reached the individual on a Friday and the expert immediately locked him in a room and
tied his hands and feet. From his reading of the Quran, Iman had become convinced that Jesus
could answer prayers. Over the next three days, as the expert repeatedly beat Iman and tried to
cast “the Christ” out of him, Iman prayed to Jesus and asked him for help and that they would
remove the rope that tied his hands and feet. On that Sunday, they untied him and left him in the
room by himself.
Late in the evening on that Sunday, Iman looked up and realized that the door to his room had
come open. After he later found and began studying the Bible, he believed he experienced
something analogous to what the Lord did for Peter in Acts 12. Seeing that the door was open and
that the Lord was helping him to escape, Iman escaped. He counts that moment, when the Lord
answered his prayer, his true conversion moment.
After he escaped that Sunday evening, he immediately ran to a military compound in Harrar. He
reported that he was running from his family and an individual they hired to cast the spirit of
Christianity out of him. He noted that he had been tortured for the last three days and was seeking
help. The military guards on station replied that he was indeed sick and that his family was trying to
help him. For his own good, from their perspective, they took him to a military prison cell and
locked him up. To ensure he would not escape they handcuffed his feet which caused them to start
bleeding. They also tied him down with a big chain. They then closed the cell door and left Iman for
the night.
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Iman began searching around and found two stones. He was able to use those stones to break the
chains and handcuffs binding him. He also found some strong wood that had been left behind. Into
the clay-baked home he was able to dig a hole in the wall and escape. He fled after only being held
for half a night and after what he counts to be his real first prayer as a Christian, “Jesus, help me.”
Iman escaped to a farm in the village. Without any financial resources, he was able to trade his
watch for a ride to another location leaving his family behind. Seeing that he had twice escaped
from imprisonment the family came to the conclusion that “God is the one who has taken him
away” and that they would no longer interfere his personal beliefs. Iman meanwhile made his way
to a refugee camp in Ethiopia near the Somalia border where he was accepted as a refugee.
There in the refugee camp Iman received his first Bible, met his first Christians and began a process
of discipleship at a church that had been started by other Somali refugees. In 2010, Iman was
baptized. At that time, there was a Canadian Christian woman working in that refugee camp and
she was able to disciple Iman and many of the other believers. Since 2010, Iman has continued to
live in that refugee camp though his wife and children live in Somalia. He is able on occasion to take
short trips back into Somalia to spend time with his immediate family.
Reflecting on this experience, Iman said it is like Psalm 126:3-5, that those who sow in tears will in
the Lord reap a harvest of joy. He continued that it is also the mission to which Jesus called us. In
Iman’s direct words:
“We need to accept and receive the crucifixion and what Jesus passed through, we also
need to pass through. They kill your flesh, but they are not able to kill your soul. Do not be
afraid of those who try to kill you. Your life does not belong to you. It belongs to the Lord.
He said in his word, which always give us hope, that I am with you to the uttermost ends of
the world. Yes, we are persecuted. Yes, we do not have freedom. But we have the kingdom
of God and that is enough for us.
Today Iman continues to see miracles. He is helping lead the church in the refugee camp which
remains small, under 50 people, but continuing to grow. He is also pastoring a church in Somalia
built around his immediate family who have now become believers and is a congregation of 30.
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