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The abduction of 276 girls from the Government Secondary School in the town of Chibok in northeastern
Nigeria officially began during the night of Monday, April 14, 2014. But in many respects it actually started on
the Friday before.
There had been attacks in the area, and in previous instances students at the school ran and hid in the forest.
But on the Friday before, April 11, the principal called for a school assembly and announced that should a
threat emerge all of the girls were to gather at a certain assembly point and wait for the military to arrive.
As the shots of gunfire rang out that Monday night, the girls did as instructed, gathering at the assembly point
and waiting for the military. Curiously, relatives of the principal were not present on that Monday, nor was
the security guard for the school, which was almost entirely populated with Christian students.
The first men through the gate of the school were wearing military uniforms and the girls welcomed them,
believing they were their rescuers. But as more and more men arrived and began chanting, “Allahu Akbar,”
meaning “God is great,” a sinking realization settled. The girls were forced to cover their heads and marched
for two hours. Several who escaped reported that some community members in the area gathered at the
road and cheered as the Christian girls were marched past them. Eventually the group reached several lorries
where the girls were loaded into the back.
The lorries drove through the night of April 15 deeper into the Sambisa Forest with additional Boko Haram
militants trailing behind in motorcycles. Several who escaped reported that the driver of their lorry whispered
that he was also Chibok, had been pressed into this service, did not know where they were headed but that
he would slow down from time to time so that some of the girls could jump and run for safety. In the morning
when the guards realized that some of the girls had escaped, they threatened to kill the driver but no one
else present knew how to drive that particular vehicle.
Altogether 57 girls escaped either by jumping or later by running into and escaping through the forest. In
August 2016, a breakaway Boko Haram faction, pledged their allegiance to the Islamic State and issued their
renewed promise to destroy the religious minorities of northern and central Nigeria or in their more acerbic
words, “booby-trapping and blowing up every church that we are able to reach, and killing all those who we
find from the citizens of the cross.”
Perhaps in response, the main Boko Haram group released their own video and featured students from the
Chibok Government Secondary School. Chibok parents who would watch the video repeatedly to find their
beautiful daughters; some sitting, some standing, some crying, some holding babies born from the rapes of
forced “marriages.” The terrorists forced a young woman named Dorcas to serve as a spokesperson. Leaning
forward and speaking softly into a small handheld lapel microphone, Dorcas uttered what must have seemed
an anemic reflection on two years of captivity at the hands of one of the most violent terrorist organizations
in the world: “There is no kind of suffering we haven’t seen.”
In May 2017, an additional 82 girls were released through a negotiated prisoner release. Despite the
tremendous international outcry of #BringBackOurGirls, over half of these girls remain missing presumably
kept hidden deep within the Sambisa Forest. The principal of the Chibok Government Secondary School now
lives in Maiduguri and is said by relatives to have acquired new and additional property.
Since 2009, Boko Haram has killed 611 teachers in northeastern Nigeria. 19,000 more have fled for their lives.
910 schools have been destroyed, and a further 1,500 schools forced to close, leaving an estimated 950,000
school-age children with almost no opportunity for education. The true legacy of Boko Haram may perhaps
be the haunting memory of ugly talons that have clawed their way into the next generation.
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