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She was Captured by Boko Haram but She Prays for the West
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Lolade (name changed to protect identity) and her family are some of Boko Haram’s more fortunate
victims. In the fall of 2014, Lolade, her husband and two children fled their village in Borno State in
northeastern Nigeria and hid in mountain caves to escape the terrorist group’s onslaught. When they
thought they could flee to Cameroon, they attempted to get to safety; but the family was separated
along the route, and Boko Haram militants captured her and her children.
The fighters took them back to a high-walled compound near their village. It contained multiple homes
with each holding about 20 women and children. They were told their husbands had been killed. When
the militants successfully raided villages for food, they fed the women and children; and when there was
no food, everyone fasted. The prisoners were locked up from 5:00 p.m. until around 10:00 a.m., when
the women would be released to collect firewood, leaves and water. While in captivity, some of the
women gave birth to children and members of Boko Haram assigned those children Muslim names. The
mothers, however, would secretly give and use an alternate name of their choosing and that could be
publicly continued should an end to the imprisonment become a possibility.
Distressingly, even once they are released, Boko Haram “wives” continue to face suspicion that they
may have been brainwashed to secretly support the agenda of Boko Haram and may be functioning as a
sleeper-cell poised to strike. There is also a disturbing narrative among some who believe that the
children born to these individuals have a genetic predisposition to terrorism; a stigma that threatens to
mark these children for life. Many of these women and children are thus doubly victimized: first as
captives of Boko Haram and again when they face resistance and difficulty as they seek rehabilitation
and reintegration into their local communities following this traumatic experience.
For two months, Lolade and her children were held as prisoners forced to work and assist Boko Haram
terrorists against their will. Further compounding her pain, the person who initially captured and
imprisoned Lolade was a childhood friend from her home village with whom she had grown up and who
had been a childhood friend.
One night, Lolade and the other women in her house sensed an opportunity to escape. With one child
on her shoulders and one on her back, Lolade managed to climb over the compound wall with 15 others
and run as fast as they could into the forest.
After searching for her husband in the mountain caves where they had been separated, Lolade and her
two children eventually became a refugee in Cameroon. To her great surprise, she discovered her
husband at that very same refugee camp.
After describing this horrific ordeal, Lolade was asked if she had any specific prayer requests or
messages she wanted to communicate to the church beyond Nigeria. Lolade replied without hesitation,
“I pray that God should not allow this kind of situation to come into the West.”
If those who have been captured and held by Boko Haram are praying for us, will we do the same for
them?
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