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She Blessed the Guards Who Were Torturing Her

Collected by the 21st Century Wilberforce Initiative, June 2014
Tags: Eritrea, Refugee, Stoning
Eritrea is one of the most brutal oppressors of Christianity, and has the reputation of being “The
North Korea of Africa.” The country is led by a dictator who holds to a radical secular ideology that
believes all religions should be removed. While all nations therefore face marginalization and
oppression, evangelical Christianity is particularly targeted. Scholars estimate that perhaps as many
as 2,000-3,000 individuals are incarcerated for their faith in Eritrea. Many of these are imprisoned
in brutal circumstances including in metal shipping containers that heat with the rising of the sun
each day.
Within Eritrea, it is forbidden to assemble as an evangelical church and worship. However, one
young woman named Terhas continued to do so until she was arrested and hauled away to a prison
where she was incarcerated alongside many other women. This is her story in her words:
They crammed all of us women into one room where the air was heavy and difficult to
breath. Many of the women began to have difficulty breathing and some almost
suffocated. Since all of us had been taken from work, we did not have resources to assist
with our imprisonment… Everyone started to get sick but we remained cheerful and
greeted the guards in the morning with a Christian greeting, “Praise the Lord.” They were
furious and told us that we were not allowed to say “Praise the Lord” or use the name of
Jesus. Afterwards, they started interrogating us one by one. The examiner was a harsh man
– may the Lord bless him – and he used to slap us, insult us, threaten us, and beat us. Every
night we were asked, “Are you going to leave Jesus?” But we would reply, “He is the life.
How can we leave life? We can never leave our Lord Jesus.” This pattern continued every
day but we remained steadfast in our confession.
After I was released I returned to my home where we continued to meet with other
Christian believers. We never stopped meeting. There were some Christian brothers who
had not been jailed and we began to meet with them for spiritual encouragement. We
were even able to welcome some new souls who joined us and began to learn and worship
with us. Although we met, it was often in only very small groups of two or three or four in
local neighborhoods. One day, I was warned by a friend that the security officers were
beginning to suspect that I was hosting Christian gatherings at my house. At first I denied it
and said, “No, not at all, we are not gathering.” But the friend replied, “Hey, take care. I am
telling you the truth as I have personally heard it in the security office. They described what
you and the others look like.” I realized then that it was true and that day I decided to
escape to Ethiopia. In 2014, I left Eritrea and later found out from friends that I had missed
being arrested by three days.
At the time of the interview, Terhas had been living for a few years as a refugee unemployed and in
extraordinarily harsh conditions. However, her commitment to Christ remained high and she
continued to remain involved in the one church in the refugee camp.
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