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Religious Freedom Fast Facts
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Globally, religious freedom remains one of the most basic human rights under threat. The following
fast facts help illustrate some of the realities that people of faith face around the world.
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Over 70% of the world or 5.3 billion people live in contexts characterized by religious
persecution, discrimination or restrictions
All religions in some context experience persecution. All religions in some context participate in
persecution
As the most globally diffuse religion, Christians are the most persecuted faith community
worldwide, and face restriction, discrimination or persecution in over 100 countries
On average every year over 7,000 Christians are killed for their faith
On average 20 Christians are martyred every day
In Europe, Jewish anti-Semitism is on the rise
85% of the people living in the Asia-Pacific region experience government restrictions and social
hostilities because of their religion
China Aid reports that in the last three years more Christians in China have been sentenced to
prison for crimes of the faith than in any year since the Cultural Revolution. In addition, more
than 1,000 churches have been damaged or defaced by the Chinese government during this
time period.
The Chinese government also persecutes Muslims where they have tried to interfere with
Muslim practice and Muslim leadership
Rohingya Muslims are facing severe persecution at the hands of Buddhists in Myanmar, and
remain some of the most intensely persecuted people in the world today
In Iraq and Syria there is an active genocide where Christians, Yazidis and Muslims have all been
targeted and killed
In Sudan, the government is dropping bombs on civilians and hospitals in the Nuba Mountains
in the midst of international silence and used multiple chemical weapons attacks in 2016
against the civilian, mostly Muslim, population in the Darfur region
There are 2,000 – 3,000 prisoners in Eritrea who are incarcerated for their faith by an Eritrean
government that has a secular ideology and actively works to undermine all religions
In Mexico, evangelicals in the Chiapas State continue to face occasional persecution by the local
Catholic church
In many Western societies, people of faith feel as if their beliefs and ability to live out those
beliefs are under threat from increasingly secular societies
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