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Restriction on Religious Freedom in Pakistan
Challenges to Religious Freedom
CULTURE OF IMPUNITY
Sectarian attacks on houses of worship, religious gatherings, and religious leaders
cause hundreds of deaths each year. Police often fail to prevent attacks and
authorities fail to properly investigate, arrest, and prosecute those responsible for
the religiously-motivated attacks.2 For example, according to USCIRF, in January
of 2017, an anti-terrorism court acquitted over 100 suspects for an attack on
a predominantly Christian community in Lahore. In this attack, more than 150
homes were destroyed along with businesses and churches. As of right now, no
one has been held accountable for the attack.
SOCIETAL TENSIONS
The government’s frequent failure to hold human rights violators accountable
promotes an environment of impunity. Legislation, such as blasphemy laws, is
frequently used to discriminate and make false accusations that target religious
minorities, including the Ahmadiyya Muslim community, which faces significant
exclusion and persecution.3
THE GOVERNMENT
Pakistan’s blasphemy laws come from section 295 of Pakistan’s Penal Code.
These laws have been used against Christians, non-Muslims and even “offensive”
Muslims.4 According to USCIRF, the majority of blasphemy cases took place in
the Punjab Province which is where the majority of religious minorities reside.
Overall, at least 40 individuals are currently on death row or serving sentences
for blasphemy. The United States Commission on International Religious Freedom
has continued to push for Pakistan to be designated as a Country of Particular
Concern (CPC).

Country Overview:
Pakistan

CIA World Factbook 2016

→→ Government: 		
Federal Parliamentary
Republic
→→ President: 		
Mamnoon Hussain
→→ Population: 202 million
→→ Ethnic Groups: Punjabi
44.7%, Pashtun 15.4%,
Sindhi 14.1%, Sariaki
8.4%, Muhajirs 7.6%,
Other 9.85%

Testimony of Persecution
Asia Bibi
Asia Bibi has spoken of how she was given a death sentence in Pakistan because
she drank water from a well with a cup used by Muslim women. Mother-of-five
Asia Bibi, 49, has spent the last seven years in a prison cell after being condemned
to hang following a conviction for blasphemy. She denied the charge of defiling

→→ Religions: Muslim
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96.4% (Sunni 85%,
Shia 10%), Hindu 1.8%,
Christian 1.6%, 		
Other >1%1

the name of the prophet Mohammed
during an argument with Muslim coworkers but was convicted following
a trial. In Pakistan, hostility towards
Christians is rife and the government
refuses to release her because of
angry protests by extremists. Today,
Bibi remains in a prison in Pakistan.
Justice has been denied and those
who have opposed her imprisonment
have been killed or are missing. Bibi’s
case has been appealed several times.
There is a possibility that she may soon
be released; however; as of publishing,
she remains in prison.5

Call to Action
STUDY
Study the following passages and see
how you can make an impact through
prayer on behalf of those suffering.
• Exodus 23:1-2
• John 15:17-18
• 1 Peter 3:16-18

PRAY
• That the faith of those under persecution will not waver
• That the hearts of the persecutors
will change in favor of those under
oppression
• For new legislation that repeals
Pakistan’s blasphemy laws
• For those facing persecution to
love their neighbors.
LEARN
• Read Purifying the Land of
the Pure: Pakistan’s Religious
Minorities by Farahnaz Ispahani.
The book focuses on “an unnerving
tale of how politics empowered
bigotry in Pakistan.”
• Read the USCIRF Report on
Pakistan at uscirf.gov.

STAND
Stand in solidarity with these people
of faith by becoming informed
and subscribing to Wilberforce’s
e-newsletter at 21wilberforce.org, like
us on Facebook, or follow us on Twitter
@21Wilberforce

As religious freedom advocates,
we mobilize and equip partners,
including Christians, activists
and peopale of other faiths, to
promote global protections
and reforms through Advocacy,
Capacity Building and Technology.

[1] https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/pk.html
[2,3] http://www.uscirf.gov/sites/default/files/Pakistan.2017.pdf
[4] https://www.mnnonline.org/news/persecution-in-pakistan-ignored-by-us/
[5] http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2403773/Christian-woman-Asia-Bibi-jailed-Pakistan-using-Muslim-wom-ens-cup-drink-water.html
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