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In the Face of Death She Held to the Cross of Christ
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Religious minorities in Iraq have been pushed to the edge of extinction. While this process has
significant historical roots, the actions of the Islamic State since 2014 have greatly accelerated this
process. In March 2016, the United States Department of State declared that it believed that the
Islamic State had committed genocide against Christians, Yazidis, and Shiite Muslims. This was only
the second time in the history of the United States that an active situation had been declared
genocide.
The Islamic State captured the city of Mosul in June 2014. Mosul is the ancient city of Nineveh and
one of the most important cities in Iraq. Upon its capture, the Islamic State specifically targeted
Christians and other religious minorities. This included turning an 800-year-old church into a place
of torture.
After the Islamic State captured Mosul they began to push into the broader Nineveh Plain, the
Christian heartland of Iraq. Thousands upon thousands of Christians and other religious minorities
were forced to flee their home for areas of displacement.
One Christian family lived in a small village about sixteen miles outside of Mosul. Shortly after the
Islamic State captured Mosul the husband attempted to take his wife of twenty-eight years back
into Mosul so that she could continue to receive treatment for breast cancer. When they arrived at
the hospital, they were met by a guard who refused to allow them entrance because they were
Christian. The guard told them that the price for entrance and medical treatment was conversion. If
the wife would convert she would be allowed to continue to receive medical care. The wife refused.
The couple – a construction worker and his wife – returned to their small village. Ten days later, she
passed away with her husband and 19-year-old and 8-year-old sons at her bedside. After she
passed away the husband took his sons and fled. They found refuge in an abandoned school and
began to live in one of the emptied classrooms. The husband was asked if he remembered the last
words his wife said before she passed away. He did not hesitate but said these were the last words
she shared:
I am going to hold onto the cross of Christ. I refuse to convert. I prefer death. I prefer death
to abandoning my religion and my faith.
She was 45.
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