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Imprisoned After the Government Bombed a Local Church
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On Christmas Eve 2016, Kachin Baptist Convention pastors Langjaw Gam Seng and Dumdaw Nawng
Latt were arrested by the military of Myanmar. The reason for this arrest originated in actions a
month earlier. In late November and early December 2016, the military repelled an attack from an
armed ethnic group known as the Brotherhood of the Northern Alliance (BNA) in the in the city of
Monekoe (sometimes spelled Mong Ko) in the Muse Township in the northern Shan State just a few
miles from the Myanmar-China border. The military, which has a documented history of civilian
abuse, used helicopter gunships, warplanes and heavy artillery in the fight and intentionally
targeted and bombed the St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church. The military claimed that the BNA
were hiding weapons and ammunition in the church, a claim flatly rejected by Catholic Bishop Philip
Za Hawng.
On December 3, pastors Seng and Latt helped an independent journalist enter Monekoe to
photograph evidence of the church’s destruction, an account of which was published on December
15. Though the military agreed to take responsibility to rebuild St. Francis Xavier, nine days later
they arrested pastors Seng and Latt.
Since then, these two Baptist leaders have been chained for the truth.
Pastor Latt is 67 and prior to his arrest suffered breathing complications. Multiple reports confirm
incarceration has further exacerbated his medical problems and that he is being denied access to
the full and proper treatment he needs.
Pastor Seng is 35 and the father of a ten year old boy. These long months of separation have left
Seng and his family depressed. With Seng prevented from working, his local Baptist church has
stood in the gap to help care for the familial financial needs.
In July 2017, Pastor Seng and Pastor Latt were formally charged with four counts: unlawful
association, defamation and two charges of using a motorbike without a license. They have a series
of court dates scheduled throughout the remainder of 2017.
These two pastors face the real possibility of up to eight years in prison for their willingness to
highlight the truth of a targeted church bombing. They and their families need our prayers and our
outside support.
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