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Her Name is Mighty
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Since 2009, Boko Haram has wreaked havoc across northeastern Nigeria. The numbers reveal a
devastating picture. Around 5 million have been displaced, 13,000 churches have been destroyed
and over 2,000 women and girls have been abducted.
Almost overnight the city of Yola became a hub for many who had been displaced. At one of the
schools in Yola, 80% of the children have been orphaned by Boko Haram. One of those students is a
young woman named Mighty. When she was asked to clarify her name by spelling it, she replied,
“m-i-g-h-t-y.”
Mighty and her family were forced to flee in order to escape Boko Haram and like so many others
they ended up displaced in Yola. They are a very poor family with almost nothing. Eventually, her
parents decided that they must return and try to restart their small family farm. They were worried
that the family might starve to death if they did not try to restart their farm.
But the situation is still quite dangerous and no school remains open and active in that area. So
when Mighty’s parents returned, they left her and her three younger siblings by themselves in Yola.
Mighty is 16. She wants to be a doctor. But the word that kept coming up as she shared about her
situation was “sad.” She was sad from the separation. She was sad over the situation. She was sad
for what has fallen on her and on her community.
Every day, Mighty struggles to take care of her three brothers who are 13, 9 and 7. It is her
responsibility to get them ready and take them to school, wash their clothes, prepare food, and
attend to other household responsibilities for a family who find themselves in a very precarious
situation. As her parents harvest crops they look for friends who might be traveling to Yola to send
small amounts of food back to Mighty and her siblings. They have no other family or relatives in the
area. When that food runs out it is Might’s responsibility to beg or work for food for her younger
brothers.
Though Mighty is only 16 and though her dream of becoming a doctor seems like a distant future,
she is already a person whose faith and service is already perhaps best described by her name:
mighty. She described that is faithful to take herself and her three younger siblings to church every
week because:
“I go to church because I know that it is only Jesus that can save.”
Mighty is a young lady who is living up to her name and challenging all of us to follow her example
of courage and bravery. She is serving out of the strength that she has been given and making a
difference that is truly mighty.
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