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 WILBERFORCE FACT SHEET

Restriction on Religious Freedom in Egypt

Challenges to Religious Freedom

EGYPTIAN GOVERNMENT 
Discrimination against religious minorities exists throughout Egypt, however, 
conditions have improved in some areas over the past year. For example, in early 
2017 the government completed the rebuilding of and restoration of 50 churches 
that had been destroyed, and the Egyptian judicial system has tried to bring 
perpetrators to justice. There has also been a decrease in blasphemy charges. 
Islam is the official religion though Christianity and Judaism are recognized. Other 
religious minorities such as Jehovah’s Witnesses and Baha’i have been banned, and 
conversion from Islam to any other religion, or to no religion, is prohibited. Those 
who participate in religious minority faith communities face numerous challenges. 
For example, the government will not recognize a marriage between a female 
Christian and a male convert from Islam. This has significant repercussions for 
both the couple and any related children.
 
BLASHEMY LAWS
The government has also enacted blasphemy laws. If speech “denigrates religion,” 
you are sentenced to six months to five years in prison.2 Overall, in 2016, there 
was a decrease in blasphemy charges, however, there are still mechanisms in place 
to restrict religious freedom. There are several cases of the government arresting 
Christians, Shi’as, and Atheists because they expressed their beliefs on social 
media which “denigrates” the official interpretation of Islam. Atheists are often 
targeted by the local police and in some cases, beaten and interrogated.3
 

SECTARIAN VIOLENCE
Egypt has seen an alarming amount of sectarian violence since the revolution. 
Mobs of Muslim Brotherhood members attacked and destroyed several churches 
in past years. There are also several cases of mobs attacking Shi’a religious sites. 
Victims of these crimes in Giza and Cairo have stated that police took hours to 
respond or didn’t respond at all.

Since the end of 2016, there has been an increase in violence directed towards the 
Coptic community in particular, with ISIS referring to them as their “favorite prey.” 

 → Government:   
Presidential Republic

 → President:   
Abdel Fattah el-Sisi 

 → Population:  
94.67 million

 → Ethnic Groups:   
Egyptian 99.6%,   
Other 0.4%

  
 → Religions: Sunni   

Muslims 90%, Orthodox 
Christianity 10%,   
<1% Shi’a, Atheists, 
Jews, Baha’is, others1 

CIA World Factbook 2016

Country Overview: 
Egypt
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In December of 2016, ISIS claimed 
responsibility for an attack adjacent 
to the main Coptic Cathedral in Cairo 
and 29 were killed. Another 44 were 
killed in an attack on Palm Sunday in 
Alexandria. Militants also attacked 
a bus full of Coptic Christians in the 
Minya province in May of 2017, and  
28 were killed.”4 

Testimony of Persecution
Mob Attacks Christian Grandmother
May 2016—Soad Thabet, a Christian 
grandmother in a village south of Cairo, 
was dragged out of her home, beaten, 
stripped naked, and then paraded 
through the streets after a rumor had 
spread that her son, a Christian, had 
an affair with a Muslim woman. The 
mob lit fire to her home and caused 
significant damage. The mob also 
attacked other Christian homes in the 
village. Soad was later found in the 
home of a Muslim woman who took her 
in and clothed her. In a video released 
after the attack, Soad said, “I forgive 
them.”

[1] https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/resources/the-world-factbook/geos/eg.html  
[2] http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/238664.pdf  
[3] http://www.uscirf.gov/sites/default/files/USCIRF_AR_2016_Tier1_2_Egypt.pdf
[4] http://www.reuters.com/article/us-egypt-vio-lence-idUSKCN0YL1W9 

While President el-Sisi has condemned 
this attack and said that Egypt will 
prosecute some of the perpetrators, 
attacks like this are not isolated. 
Egypt too often has an environment of 
impunity that allows attacks to occur.4

Call to Action
STUDY
Study these passages and give thanks 
that God has called Egyptians to 
witness and that they have continued 
to grow in theSpirit for thousands of 
years. 
• Genesis 46:3-4
• Matthew 2:13-16
• Hebrews 13:3

PRAY
• That the government would turn 

away from its religious discrimina-
tion

• For the members of the Cop-
tic Church to have a renewed 
strength and love their enemies

• That mob violence against minori-
ties would cease

• For the environment of impunity 
to change to one of justice and 
peace. 

LEARN
Develop a deeper understanding by 
reading the novel Mama Maggie: 
The Untold Story of One Woman’s 
Mission to Love the Forgotten 
Children of Egypt’s Garbage Slums by 
Ellen Vaughn.

STAND
Stand in solidarity with these people 
of faith by becoming informed 
and subscribing to Wilberforce’s 
e-newsletter at 21wilberforce.org, like 
us on Facebook or follow us on Twitter 
@21Wilberforce

As religious freedom advocates, 
we mobilize and equip partners, 
including Christians, activists and 
people of other faiths, to promote 
global protections and reforms 
through Advocacy, Capacity 
Building and Technology. 
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