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Are the Persecuted My Problem?
Matthew 25:31-46
Key Idea: Jesus challenges his followers to reach out and serve those who are suffering. During a
time of intense persecution we must ask, “Are the persecuted my problem,” and if so, “How am I
responding?” Testimonies of persecuted individuals that can be used as powerful illustrations can
be found at www.SpeakFreedomTexas.org.

I.

Introduction
Introduce the topic by highlighting (1) why you decided to focus on the reality of
contemporary religious persecution, (2) some of the general facts related to persecution
today, and (3) a general background to the Gospel of Matthew.
Discuss common conceptions and misconceptions regarding how individuals will be judged
by Christ when Jesus returns.
In the passage under study today, Jesus helps his followers understand the critical
questions they will face at the moment of judgment and the kind of response that is
expected of people of faith.
The question under consideration today, “Are the persecuted my problem?” We find the
answer to this question by addressing three other questions.

II.

Question 1: Is There Hope for Our World?
Notice that the question, “Is there hope for our world” is different than the question, “how
can I resolve the problems in my life?” Certainly some of the problems and challenges that
we face in our lives are real, serious and weighty. But in a society that is often characterized
by comfort, it is easy for many to elevate issues, at least within their own mind, that are
really of secondary concern into a pressing issue.
Share a personal story of how this has been or is currently true in your life.
But as we are certainly all aware, we are living in a time when deep and real problems face
our nation and that are leaving our nation deeply divided. Highlight a few relevant to your
context.
The passage under study today reminds us of the kind of problems that are to occupy our
thoughts and actions. Read Matthew 25:31-46.
Notice the categories of problems under description in this passage: hunger, thirst,
homeless and in need of basic necessities, sickness, and prison populations. These are the
challenges and problems that are to ultimately occupy a centrality in our thoughts and
actions. These are not just spiritual categories but physical realities that face so many
around the world today. These are the realities leaving so many to ask the question, “Is
there hope for our world?”
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While it is possible to discuss each individual category, if we take them as a collective
whole, one of the groups to which each one of these categories applies is that of those who
are persecuted for their faith. For the many around the world experiencing active
persecution, far too many are left in situations where they face hunger, thirst,
homelessness, in need of basic necessities, sick and even imprisoned. Consider these few
general examples:
•

•

•

•

•

•

More than 70% of the world lives in contexts where they receive persecution for their
religious convictions. Christians are the most persecuted faith community worldwide.
Scholars believe that on average 20 individuals are martyred for their faith each day;
Christians in northern Nigeria who have been displaced from their homes by Boko
Haram, experienced the burned destruction of their crops, and forced to live for
months at a time in literal physical caves;
Christians in Iraq and Syria who have been displaced from their homes by the Islamic
State and forced to live as people without a home, without education, and without
employment; both in displacement camps inside Iraq and Syria and as refugees in
neighboring countries
Both Rohingya Muslims in Myanmar as well as Karen and Kachin Christians from
Myanmar who have experienced targeted destruction, rape, military violence and
extrajudicial killing that has forced many to become refugees;
Christians in China are experiencing the most severe persecution they have faced since
the Cultural War. Thousands of churches have been damaged or defaced by the
Government of China in just the last three years. Uighur Muslims also face significant
restrictions from the Government as do Tibetan Buddhists;
Evangelical Christians in the State of Chiapas in Mexico continue to face harassment
and legal restraints for their faith convictions.

Is there hope in our world for those whose persecution has led them to this condition? The
truth is that there are many who find themselves not in just one of these categories but
experiencing all of them at the same time. Consider:
•
•
•
•

How do you define hope in your own life?
How might individuals in these situations define hope?
How does this definition compare or contrast with the one you most often use in your
life?
What it would mean to begin to pray, live and work in hope for those facing this level of
persecution?

Is there hope for our world? Is there hope for the persecuted? Part of the answer must be
an affirmation that God is still on his throne. The Son of Man will return in glory. Among
other passages, Isaiah 44:6 and Revelation 1:8 reinforce the idea that our first response to
the question, “is there hope for our world,” and more specifically, “are the persecuted my
problem” must be to affirm that God is still on his throne.

III.

Question 2: How Can I Know if My Faith is Real?
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If the Lord is on his throne, and the persecuted are my neighbor, how can I know if my faith
is real?
A. Two Kinds of People
Throughout the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus speaks of two kinds of people. Compare,
contrast and discuss the analogies used throughout Matthew:
Narrow Gate / Wide Gate (Matthew 7:13-14)
Rock Foundation / Sand Foundation (Matthew 7:24-27)
Wheat / Weeds (Matthew 13:24-30)
Sheep / Goats (Matthew 25:31-33)
Jesus frequently speaks of two kinds of people. How can I know if my faith is real?
B. The righteous respond to human suffering with compassion
Those who follow the narrow gate instead of the wide gate, those who want to build a
foundation upon rock rather than sand, those who want to be a harvest of wheat
rather than that of weeds, those who want to be the sheep of the Lord rather than
goats, respond to the cries of the needy because that was in their nature. The deeds of
the righteous were not meritorious in order to earn favor with God. They are a
response to the cries of the needy because that was their nature. If you want to see the
nature of a Christ-follower then put someone suffering in front of that Christ-follower.
While certainly the call of Scripture is to do this in general, the response is especially
revealing when the suffering of a fellow Christian is presented to another Christian.
How can I know if my faith is real? How can I know if I am on the narrow gate, building
a rock foundation, part of the wheat, part of the sheep, am I responding to human
suffering with compassion or with indifference?
C. The unrighteous respond with indifference
Where the righteous respond with compassion, the unrighteous respond with
indifference. Discuss how the unrighteous ignored the cries of the hurting thus
revealing his self-centeredness. Consider:
•
•
•

What are the causes of indifference?
What are the impacts of indifference?
How does one begin to move beyond indifference?

Is Nigeria my problem? We can begin to address that question by answering three
other questions. Is there hope for the world? How can I know if my faith is real? Will
there be a day of reckoning?

IV. Question 3: Will There be a Day of Reckoning?
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A. The Certainty of Judgment
Jesus says, “When the Son of Man comes in his glory” not if (Matthew 25:31). He warns
that “all” the nations will be gathered before him.
B. The Criteria of Judgment
Evidence is the key and evidence is that which carries weight – the evidence of action
or the evidence of inaction. The true test of faith is that of kindness. If we respond to
the least of these among us with the compassion of Christ then we know that Christ is
transforming us with his nature. What do our actions, not our intentions, over the last
12 months reveal about the degree to which we are living towards this criteria?
C. The Consequences of Judgment
Jesus does not speak of a trial at Judgment Day; he pronounces a judgment. The
righteous will enter the Kingdom prepared for them from the foundation of the world.
The unrighteous will enter the fire prepared for the devil and his angels.

V.

Conclusion
Rather than being paralyzed with fear or anger or inappropriately consumed with our
immediate context, we are to hear the cries of those who are suffering. If there is hope for
the world, if we can know that our faith is real, and if there be a day of reckoning, then to
the question, “are the persecuted my problem” the answer is a resounding yes. If the
persecuted are my problem and we are to demonstrate our response in word and deed,
how will we respond? Among others perhaps we could consider the following as initial
steps:
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Generate more awareness by signing up for Alerts that highlight these realities and that
are often overlooked in many media coverages (recommended source:
www.21wilberforce.org with sign up at the top; or even consider having a simple signup form at the end of each row that could be passed down so that members can elect
in and then mail that form to the 21st Century Wilberforce Initiative for manual input);
Give to support organizations actively working in this area (suggested amount: $21 per
month through www.21wilberforce.org can make a significant difference);
Act as a voice multiplier by regularly posting about the reality of persecution to your
social media accounts;
Go on a mission trip to a country where persecution remains real;
If you are a student learn more by choosing this topic for a research project;
Enhance religious freedom in your immediate area by inviting someone of another faith
to your home for dinner and shared conversation;
Reach out to refugees in your area and build an intentional friendship;
Encourage your elected representatives to prioritize these issues and to demonstrate
that priority by tasking one of their staff to track international religious freedom issues
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•

(visit www.IRFscorecard.org to download a free scorecard that grades each Senator and
Congressmen on the degree to which their votes support this area);
Volunteer your background specialty such as: legal, research, teaching, micro-finance,
small business or medical.
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