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A Teenager Denied an Education and a Vocation
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Jacob (name changed to protect identity) is a victim of the underlying discrimination that occurs
across northern Nigeria. The southern half of Nigeria is much more prosperous than the North
because of oil and banking wealth based in Lagos. It is also mostly Christian. The North is
predominantly Muslim and has fewer economic and educational opportunities. There is a general
sense in northern Nigeria that it is suffering regional discrimination at the federal level. Some
Muslim elites in the North institute discriminatory laws against Christians, seemingly in order to
“even the playing field.” For example, some Christians face higher fees to enter school or buy
goods. Some are evicted from their homes because of their faith, or have their churches destroyed.
Jacob is a 19-year-old who used to live in the northern state of Borno. Boko Haram attacked his
village in 2014, and his family – like so many others – fled to Cameroon. But with little opportunity
there, he left his family and traveled back to Abuja, the capital city of Nigeria, to find work. He has
lived in a displacement camp for 16 months that contains Christians and Muslims who have fled
violence, primarily from Yobe and Adamawa states. All of the camp’s 1,450 residents wish they
could return home.
Jacob earned good grades in school and wants to become a pharmacist, but he is not allowed to
take the entrance exam because he is a Christian. Instead, he is working as a tailor in a
displacement camp earning small wages. He has no recourse; there is no governing body to which
he can appeal. He simply waits and sews hoping for change. It is this very type of discrimination
that halts progress both economically and relationally between religious groups in Nigeria.
When asked what he would say to Boko Haram if he could stand face-to-face with the group, he
replied, “Nothing, because I am scared.”
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